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On the other hand, we liberal reformists think that Foucault’s work is pervaded by a crippling
ambiguity between “power” as a pejorative term and as a neutral, descriptive term. In the first

sense, to quote Taylor... “’power” belongs in a semantic field from which ‘truth’ and ‘freedom’
cannot be excluded”. In the second sense, the term has the vacuity with which Nietzsche, at his
worst, endowed the term Wille zur Macht. In this broad and vacuous sense, any study of
anything... will be a study of “strategies of power”, just as it will be a study of “the exploitation

of structural possibilities.” Both phrases are resounding only because they are empty. ¢
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To abolish power systems is to abolish both moral and scientific categories: away with them all!
But what will be left? Foucault does not believe, as earlier anarchists did, that the free human
subject is a subject of a certain sort, naturally good, warmly sociable, kind and loving. Rather,
there is for him no such thing as a free human subject, no natural man or woman. Men and
women are always social creations, the products of codes and disciplines. And so Foucault’s
radical abolitionism, if it is serious, is not anarchist so much as nihilist. For on his own
arguments, either there will be nothing left at all, nothing visibly human; or new codes and
disciplines will be produced, and Foucault gives us no reason to expect that these will be any
better than the ones we now live with. Nor, for that matter, does he give us any way of knowing

what ‘better’ might mean.
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[There is] a real tension between two of Foucault’s mixed and complicated motives. This

tension is one characteristic of the Romantic intellectual who is also a citizen of a democratic

Foucault: A Critical Reader, p. 617
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society. Such an intellectual finds her moral identity — her sense of relation to most other
human beings — in the democratic institutions which she inhabits. But she does not think that
her moral identity exhausts her self-description. For she does not think that her conduct towards
other human beings is the most important thing about her. What is more important is her
rapport a Soi, her private search for autonomy, her refusal to be exhaustively describable in

words which apply to anyone other than herself. °
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When a first-rate thinker gets hung up on the ambiguity between a pejorative and an empty
sense of a crucial term, we have reason to suspect that he is trying to do two things at once.
Foucault was trying to serve human liberty, but he was also, in the interest of his personal

autonomy, trying to be a faceless, rootless, homeless stranger to humanity and to history.*°
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“To develop a viable Kantian conception of justice’, Rawls writes, ‘the force and content of
Kant’s doctrine must be detached from its background in transcendental idealism’ and recast
within the ‘cannons of a reasonable empiricism’. And so Rawls’s project is to preserve Kant’s
moral and political teaching by replacing Germanic obscurities with a domesticated metaphysic

more congenial to the Anglo-American temper. 2
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In our times, from the highest class of society down to the lowest, everyone lives under the eye
of a hostile and dreaded censorship. Not only in what concerns others, but in what concerns only
themselves, the individual or the family do not ask themselves, what do | prefer? or, what would
suit my character and disposition? or, what would allow the best and highest in me to have fair

play and enable it to grow and strive? *
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Communitarianism and Individualism, pp. 17-18 3
On Liberty, p.87 *
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Many persons, no doubt, sincerily think that human beings thus cramped and dwarfed are as
their maker designed them to be, just as many have thought that trees are a much finer thing
when clipped... than as nature made them. But if it be any part of religion to believe that man
was made by a good Being, it is more consistent with that faith to believe that this Being gave
all human faculties that they might be cultivated and unfolded, not rooted out and consumed,
and that he takes delight in every nearer approach made by his creatures to be the ideal

conception embodied in them... *°
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... a conception of humanity as having its nature bestowed on it for other purposes than merely to
be abnegated. “Pagan self-assertion” is one of the elements of human worth, as well as

“Christian self-denial”.

Ibid., p.88 *°
Ibid., ibid. *®
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The entire modern deification of survival per se, survival returning to itself, survival naked and
abstract, with the denial of any substantive excellence in what survives, except the capacity for
more survival still, is surely the strangest intellectual stopping-place ever proposed by one man

to another.’
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Quoted in: Christopher Lasch, The Minimal Self, p. 9 %'

13



MISY NN POND DTN DY INDIDA KON NHAN NINNN NIPYN DY NTIODMD NTY NN NYTNN
Y DMPARLN DYTIND IOPPN DX TPN-I0N ,NINN-TDIND NIANY TONN ,7PNPIDIOIN 13T
ROLM

DYNIAN , 020 N HIPIY NMINTI YA ON YMNNIND IN MDD ST 9D VYND
990 ,MNYN PNINDI DY YN OO0 SN 722 .POIPN MITNONN MMP DY NITON
DMINND MOYNN NIMPA .ADYTY /TINN NIVIYNI MNAD 10D DINDIPN DY MmN 55 7172
MNP N ,MNNN YII) THIAN NN DNYPN ,DPNMNM DPDIDIAN DININHDI DN
DXIAVYNNNN ,INY DOIN MPONYM NMININ DMNND 07N MNJIYI NMIVIN ,MMIN
DXNNN NV YTW-177— TN DX LYTIH-50 MDY 1M MAN PIRD DX . TNYD P NON3A
YTIIN-NNN PN NN YTIN-DYN) D Y 225077 9320 5% DN DIXRNNI NT IR 1Y DOPYN
N LONNY LTI ANND ATITRYD NN ,NYTIND YY) waN DD MN-DY .(1DOVN NINY
B /9N IN PINDDY AN N1 28N MYNNY

VN PAY YTIN-RON OND Y DY TPPONDYT JONOYDT P WY W TN
OWOPN MNNRM ,AYTINND NN NN I, NIVNND YN NN NNTY IPI0PI01 V1N
DOYOPN YNNNNY YTIN-NON NIVANVN NPNAN WA DD YTIN 295 .YTIN-NON INNON
77277700 5WD DINND YN N YTIN-D¥N TINN YTIN-NNN — DN 2PN ,NYYNY ;1970
DYINN DI NYRIN DY INNID .NNAD DY DODYINM ,DO¥OPN NNND 0NN
PNIAND 9197 IPX PIANNN LP1NION DN .DOMAN MIN MNDIYL — MWD DY ; DI
MONYANN ,NMININ OMOVIN DNNPNID DOWNN MOV ,NNIAN P MDY MY .0M»
DPMNY ) NMN — YAN NIONY NDVPIDILVIN MY .PPYN NND OXNINY  MTINM
NPVLDVIIIVY MYIAP NYAPN NPNRYY ,DOMAN DPINND PNMINT 0NN WIAPY VP»IDY
YTV-NT YT DNMIN HVIN ,YTIN-D¥0 YTIN-NNN P2 22990 NIONT — 7PNMINT R8I 2D
,02199 ONMNN NON , MM MORYY DXMNY DX PA PNIAND YN KD NN . TIN 299D
STV NN VIV DRD WA NIV 513020

I9)NN NXINY DTN )NINRD DX MWD DNMNNN WAN DY SARLN TN YOV 120D
NN DY IR 2D YAIP NI 20D2FII09 NN NI TN DU MY DNN TARY WMIAPY
NINYY YTIN-DY INSINY PPN IN PNND PYN NON PN YTIN-NNI PIHL W1 DIDN
PIMINDI TITYY ,NAT NNR Y WD DD DTN YD 7NIAD NN ,NNT IMINY NN NOINRY
Y2)D 27N MYNYN NN — NHPX I YW JIRY IMND .1PUNND THDARVND MINOND NNNND MIIN
POYDHN NP

2Y07 20 SNINNY DN 22 IMNX PPTI YNINND MOIDON IIINDIPA
WINDT O IPONVD-IDIN 2DIDPI 75710 BY 122 T TYS TP0IWT-11°592°577 i720INS
TPDOPOOIIVIN 712229 MFNPI IPPPT) ,OONY YTIN-NI 9N SV 0509 NIND 5y
DN VXANY DPN YPANN MVTIND YDIMMVIND VPOAI0N W7 WO SN DP»1ID7T S¥ IPLIN)
YNNND YNINNY NN DX INNT MINMNNT NPDIRLND MO NI 1NYY MNID W TN
NN YNND MMOLIND VPMIDN DY INMDT 7MY’ DY XIN 299 v INYTIN DY DYOPN
VI NIN DN — )ININ NI 2D TONON DAY IRT MVYY 10 IWAND NONRN NIIN ; MN

2NN Y9N WMN DD HTIN 12 19IND HY MINM MY NPNDINDIPY NPNNDI MNN Yv npoy B
Ken Wilber, Sex, Ecology, Spirituality.
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Although disquieting, this may, from the point of view of its latest interpretation, be the
essence of the self: mysterious, ineffable, indefinable, unlimited, creative, known only

by its deeds; in short, like God, of whom it is the impious mirror image.*
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The Closing of the American Mind, p.173 *°
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